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Pisa expert lends some weight to church’s official ceremony

Lean times are

OM SHOW: John Colbert and Delia Lockhart, of the Wybunbury Tower
Presenvation Trust, with visitors Terry and Marie Brooks and
granddaughter Shani.
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by Alan Jervis

A MAMN who was the driving foree behind
the straightening ol the Leaning Tower
of Pisa was guest-of-honour at an open
weekend to mark the official reapening
of Wybunbury's famous leaning church
LW,

Professor John Burland, who was instru-
mental in persuading the authorities that
the Pisa tower could be siralghiencd using
the same under-excavation meihod as first
used] al Wybunbury in 1832, attended the
ceremony along with Professor Efrain
Shelley, who carried out similar work on
L Metropaolitan Cathedral o Mexico Gy,
and archacological historian Glynis John-
SLovn.

Professor Burland later gave a talk (o an
audience of 90 people at Crewe's Vicloria
Contre stressing the imporiance of the
lower al Wybunbury

He said that il he had not been able o
convines the authorities st Pisa that thi
Wybunbury method was safe and success-
ful the work at Pisa would never have been
carried oul.

The leaning tower al Wybunbury is all
ithat remains of the original St Chad’s
Church, which was closed down In 1972
and demolished as unsale i 1977, Tharoe
is now @ nenw church in the village

Work to restore and proservie the Lowoer
has been carried oul over a number of
yoars, and during the apening weekend,
attended by the Mayor and Mavoress of
Crewe and Nantwich, Mick and Ann
Roberis, hundreds of visitors were able fo
climb the 1.000-Tool ower o sen
panoramic views over the countryside,

John Colbert, vice-chairman of the
preservation rust, said: ‘10 was a highly
suceessiul weekend with three eminent
visitors.'




