A Warge Parish

,f-"-.l: some  time  the church  was
dedicared 0 St. Chad  who  was
Bishop af Merciars m 669 ALY and Foed his
See ar Lichfield. Fragments of a 12th cenmury
arch stone of Morman design, with oepical g
g meTit, were ume arthed during cxcavations
mear the power in 1893, The advowson of the
church hed passed at some ome o Willam
Pracr of Basthomley who gave the manoes and
churches of both '|".". I'.-1=|'|I1un amed FLan:hramIn.
o the Bishop of Covenery and Lichfield in
L326. By this dme the parsd of Widbuanbury
was very exrensive. John Dhelves oo bis will of
L4120 bequeathed 200 to the fabric of
Wyhunbury church momerher with a silver
chalice and a vestrent of sunics woreth 5110, A
chapel-at-case at Coppenhall was endowed in
1373 by Bobere Streteon Bishop of Coventry
and Lichlickd (Ormerod) § the chapel would
e 1o accommedate these living a dosance
from the parish church, From the 17th uncl
the |.':|'r|}' 19th contuey the parish i lucked
cighteen townships, exiending oo the bordees
of Mantwich and Audlem, [t meloded
Droddinguem and Weston and most of what is
now Crewe, Even today it ranks as one of the
bargest parishes in England.

Whe Weaning Totner
:{-[]LL'I.'L' fave hoen many churches on this
clevared sie bur cnly the power remains., s
tendency to lean has carmed a6 the tigke the
Leamng Toaver ot South Cheshire” or in carlier
days the 'Hanging Seceple of Wimberic',
However, 11 has survived forover Bive hundred
vears. During this time, due to unseable
groundd beneath it five churches have become
unsate amd have been cebuile, The Lse church
was clesedd atter the services for Chrstmas
1972 and was demalished in 1977 T tower
imself was also declared dangerous and unsate,
duc 1o is increasing kean, and was closed o
the pubdic,

Witnnbury Cinercl 1892 - 1977




