Ringing changes for historic bells

A BING of 17th century bells
has been nemoved From iis
beliry to underze a L4000
overhanl.

The six bells were lowered
down Wybunbury Lower onie-
by-one in a delicate, weok-long [
operalion,

They will spend the nexi 1
weeks undergoing o refit atl a
speciaist bell foundry in
Loughbrough, [inanced by a
E100,.0080 Nagional Lottery
grani.

The secrelary of the
Wybunbury Tower Trust,
borough councillor Richard
Ellwood, said: “The tower and
ihe bells are what make
Wybunbury ial. Willout
them, we would be just like any
other village,

‘But the bells were nearing
the emd of their working life
and would have fallen silent
within months had it not been
for the Lottery money.”

Even with the Lottery
handoul, villagers had (o Find
£12,000 lwwards the cost of the
repairs. That drained resources
from the tower trust Tunds,
leaving no money for dav-to-
day running cosis.

S0 4 new visilor centre is
being ereated within the 15th
CERLIFY LoWer Lo generale an
income (o cover the boilding's
upkecp.

Mr Ellwoend urged: “There can
b s led-up in the lundraising
eflorl. Becaunse we gol this
Lottery funding people tend (o
think we don’t need anymore
money. but it is still imporlant
to keep up the good work.”

The bedls are due to be re-
hung shortly before Christmas,
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