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A Bomesday Willage

“{E"—" b village of Wybunbury stands on

f
t':.. .-"f-l serthements 1 Cheshire, 1t s said m
e narmed afver Wibba, a Mercian ealee in 593-
606 ALY Alwernatively the name may be
Aerived from Wigh:\-:':-rl'l' ||.':|r|:\.'.F|.r|i:|-::--F'i:|:-:1||1:-.
In a dicrionary of names "Wyburn' is given as
an Ol ]::|1g||:-:|1 arwestral name meaning ‘war
hero', Topographically 'bur’ selers voa hill o
raisedd pround, A name wich ‘bury’ often
derotes a site ona ridge of and. From the
nanth eentury ‘burh’ means residenaz, normally
fortified.

Thes was the West Saxon provance of Merca,
Wybunbury is mentioned in the Domesday
book of [088 so we know chere was a
septlement here ar the time of the Momman
imvasion o LG, It reoords 2 privst, two
villeins and pao borders, The oy refers wo
William, the sub-ternane, whio was pmh:lhl:.-'
William Malbedeng, the Norman baron of
Manewich. Translaeed from the Latin the entry
sbabes:

Fu . . :
tRY the site of one of the earlicst

Thar sonure Rasirap et e Ky Edworas thawe sl
me bl BV emeetrerre, TR Rmrm raome dlids or q;"l'.ur.u.

A Marge Parish

(@nt some  cime  the church  was
dedicared o 5t. Chad who  was
Bishop of Mercians in 665 ALY and fixed his
See ar Lichfield, Fragmens of a 12th century
arch stame of Morman 41|.'k1g|1.,1.'\.1|:h r:;'pil.'nl I
zag moTif, were uncarthed during excavations
near the rower in 1893, The advowson of the
church had passed at some ome o Willlam
Praer of Basthomley who gave the manoes and
churehes af bath Wybumbury and Barthomley
o the Bishop of Covenory and Lichficld in
L334, By this Hme dhe 1:-ari-.:h ot "f'l.":.i:lunlulr_'.'
was very exmensive, John Dielves o his will of
| &30 beg peathed 20/- o the fabre af
Wybunbury church together wich a silver
chalice and a vesemicnt of sunics woeth £10. A
chapel-olbcase at Coppenhall was endowed in
1373 by Robert Stretton Bishop of Coventry
and Lichticld (Ormerod) ; the chapel would
be fo accommodate these living a dusance
from the parish church, From the 17ch unl
the |.'u1'|].' 19th cemtury ohe parish i lucked
cighteen townships, extending oo the bordees
of Mantwich and Auvdlem. It included
Doddingron ard Weston and most of what is
now Crewe, Even today it ranks as one of the
bargest parishes in England.

The @liest Wuilving

Whe ower is the oldest building in
the willage, It was part of a church
bl in ohe lare L5th centiry on the siee ol an

caclicr one. Many members af the wealthy
Delves tamily of mearby Troddingron were
buried at Wbunbury: in the L4th centuey the
Drebves bawd purchased Deddingroa, which had
e church, There are no records relating oo
the wower's construction but permission would
brave been needed from the king. “The land was
owned by che church, The wower was buile
during the last phase of Eaglish medicval
architeeture m Choshire, when at least 40
steeples were buils between 1470 00 1530,

Whe Leaning Totwer

ﬂ:lwrr Bave hicen mamy churchis an thas
glevamed site bur only the wower remains, Tis
tetdency w0 lean has carned Ot the tithe the
Leaning Tower of Souch Cheshine or in earicr
days the "Hanging Stecple of Wimberic',
However, 11 has survived forover bive hundred
VEars. Dul'ing thig time, due o anscalle
groumsd beneath it five churches have become
ungate and have been rebuile. The Bse clorch
wis closed atter the services for Christmas
1972 and was demaolished in 1977, The tower
itself was also declared dangerous and unsate,
due o is increasing kean, and was closed o
the public,

Whe Totoer
JHreserfation Wrust
A mundred

__3]“ 1982 che church authorisies proposed o
remove the six bells in che Belfry prior oo the
demodiien afehe roaven. The nows was grocned
with much dismay by local people. Inesporse,
asomall seam of volunoers got ogether and

977 |

approached the Tishop of Chester who agreed
o allow them time to ger togedher 3 counter
propogal. In 1983 che Wybunbury Tower
Preservation Trast was formed and the group
launched a massive canypaign bo save the e

The Taotuer
Stiraightened

The main rask ficimg the wrust was to
straighten the mower which by 1983 was
lezanim bacly oo the north east nearly 347 from
the vertical. After six vears of inrensive fuod-
raing amd surveys, a remarkable fear of
engineering ook place. The foundations were
eeinforced with conerete rafos Exghoy five
hwdranlic jacks were put in place and used o
lift and steaighten the ower, csomated at
weaghimg two thiousand ronnes. A the request
o the Teme the toaver was kefe wich a Tean’
approz, 187 (45cm} off plumb. The Tbig Lift'
ook place on loth March 1989 with
compueers menitoring and guiding the
operation. Engineers crawled abwoar benearh
the tower, beoween the jacks, making final
adjusermenss. At 1122 am a bell was MUTIE, T
mark the successtul lifting of the tower. The
cvent was warched by many people and made
headline news in the local and naticnal press,

A Registered Uharity

1_.'bunl'rul::.' Tower now belongs o the
people of Wybunbure [t is a grade A heed
building, now safe for public use, and is furare
seemis secure. Buk as a eegristered chaney, the
Trust »all conmnue 1 need Funds 1o maincain
this histaric building.
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